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UBC	calls	for	a	TMT	moratorium

July	26,	2019

UBC	is	deeply	committed	to	engagement	and	reconciliation	with	Indigenous	peoples	and	supports	the
standards	of	the	United	Nations	Declaration	on	the	Rights	of	Indigenous	Peoples.	To	advance	our
commitment,	UBC	strives	to	ensure	that	research	projects	involving	or	affecting	Indigenous	peoples	are
built	on	mutually	beneficial,	reciprocal	and	accountable	relationships.

UBC	is	also	immensely	proud	of	our	astronomy	scholars	who	have	made	significant	scientific
contributions	to	their	field	of	study	and	have	expanded	understanding	of	our	world	and	the	cosmos.

Projects	such	as	the	TMT	enable	astronomers	to	make	groundbreaking	discoveries	about	cosmic	objects.
However,	consistent	with	UNDRIP,	UBC	believes	that	projects	like	TMT	should	be	established	where	local
communities	are	supportive.	

As	such,	and	in	light	of	the	concerns	expressed	by	Hawaii’s	Indigenous	community	and	others	from
around	the	world,	we	are	asking	that	the	astronomy	community	place	a	60-day	moratorium	on	the
project	to	allow	for	the	fulsome	consideration	of	other	potential	sites	for	TMT.

UBC	will	continue	to	ensure	the	concerns	from	our	community	are	communicated		to	ACURA.	We	trust
that	ACURA	will	work	to	ensure	that	its	projects	and	processes	respect	the	rights	of	Indigenous	people,
whether	in	Canada	or	around	the	world,	and	will	proceed	in	ways	that	are	mutually	beneficial,	ethical	and
reciprocal.

Sincerely,

Santa	J.	Ono
President	&	Vice-Chancellor

Gail	Murphy,	Ph.D.
Vice-President,	Research	and	Innovation
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Latest	Updates

U7	Alliance	will	Address	the	World’s	Most	Pressing	Challenges 	(https://president.ubc.ca/blog/201

9/07/17/u7-alliance/)

UBC’s	Next	Century:	An	update	on	the	strategic	plan 	(https://president.ubc.ca/blog/2019/07/08/u

pdate-on-the-strategic-plan/)

The	President’s	Medal	of	Excellence:	2019	Recipients 	(https://president.ubc.ca/blog/2019/06/26/h

onoring-ubcs-strongest-supporters/)

Changing	My	Mind:	Margaret	Trudeau	on	Mental	Health 	(https://president.ubc.ca/blog/2019/06/1

7/changing-my-mind/)

“Never	lose	that	sense	of	adventure,	that	sense	of	wonder” 	(https://president.ubc.ca/blog/2019/0

6/11/sense-of-wonder/)

Follow	Professor	Ono	on	social	media

	 (http://facebook.com/ubcprez)	 	(http://instagram.com/ubcprez)	 	(https://twitter.com/u
bcprez)
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